Robert Oppenheimer: Supervising Physicist of the
Manhattan Project on 16 July 1945 at 0529 HRS, in
the Jornada del Muerto desert near the Trinity site in
the White Sands Missile Range....

quoting from the Bhagavad-Gita upon witnessing
first atomic detonation by mankind.




New American Leadership

/
o ;,
. 4 «
; E , )
[
¥
#

a0

Franklin Delano Roosevelt Harry S. Truman
President from President from

March 4, 1933 — April 12, 1945 2Pl 12, 1945 =January 20, 1953




1939: Einstein and Szilard
warn Roosevelt about

Nazi research on Atomic
weapons

Albert Binstelin
014 Grove 1d.
Nassau Point
Peconlic, Long lsland
August 2nd, 1939
7.0, Reosavelt,
Prealdeat of the United States,

Tnite House
Fashington, D.C.

8ir:

Some recent work by ®.Parmi and L. Szilard, which has been come
municated to me In manuscript, leads me to expect that the element uran.
fum may Ve turned into a new and important source of enorgy in the im-
actinte future. Cortain aspects of the situation which has arisen seenm
4o eall for watechfulnens and, if necessary, guick action on the part
of the Adniniatration. I believe therefore that it is my duty to bring
to your attention the following facts and reécommendations:

In the course of the last four montha 1% has been mede probvabdble -
whrough the work of Joliot in France as well as Jermi and Szilard in
Amerioa - that it may become possible to set up a nuclear chain reaction
in a large maes of uranium,by which vast amounts of power and large quant-
ities of new radium-like slements would be generated. Wow 1t appears
plmost certain that this could be mchieved in the imcediate Muture.

This new phenomencn would also lesd to the construction of bomba,
and 1t is conceivable « though nuch less certaln - that extremely power-
ful bombs of & new type may thus be conntruotad. A single bombk of this
type, carried by bont and exploded in & port, might very well destroy
the whole port togother with some of the esurrounding territory. However,
such bomba might very well prove to be too heavy for iransportation by

air.

=Be

Thae Unitel States hea only very poor arsa of urenium in zodorate
quantitico. There io ocome good ore in Janada &nd *ho former Czechoslavakin,
wnlle 4he mout imporiant edurce of urenium is Belgian Congo.

In view of tiris situation you 2ay think it desirable to bave none
parvanent contast walnbained betwesn the Admitlylrubiza wad the Srour
of physieipts working on ohain reactlons in America. Ons poscible way
of colicving thia =ight be for you to entrust with thia tark a person
whia har your confidence and who coul! perhaps serve i en Inefficisl
sapaeity, e task miant comurise the Yollowing:

a) to approach Jovernment Depariments, xee; them informed of the
Curther developwment, snd rut IForvsrd recommeniations Loy GEVverimoens actlon.
ziving parsvionlar atftenticn to the oroblem of secwurinz e supply of urana
fun ory for the United Statesy

b} to pged uvp the exueximental werk,which iz ot precoat being can-
ried on wizhin the Zlwlts of Lbke budgete of Univareity labhcrataries, Ly
rrovistine funde, if puch funds e veluirad, thloupr his dontacts wWithw
privata paracnn who are willing to meke contributiena for this couoac.
and perhaps aleo Ly 69%aining the co.operstiorn of imiuatrisxl laboratoriew
which have the necessary equlpment.

T uaderstan) that Zermuny hes sotually =iopped the sale of wraniun
frox the Usesteslorskiat mines which ohe hao takan over. That she should
have ta¥Xen such wurty actlion might pechans be undexatoot or tb2 Fround
that the son of tiae Larman Undcr-Seeratsry of Stale, ven Welzalicker. 1a
astackad £o Lhe FalseruWilhelmsTnstitut in Berlin where som@ ¢f the
American wors on urenium ip now being repesied,

Yiura vory truly.
¥ Blarbii.
{Aldert Einstein)










This print was clasred throug Sesurity last winter, Many copies Lave besn 0old,
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ATOMIC BOMB HITS NAGASARI, SOVIE
ENTERS WAR. U.5. BI0S TOKYO QUI

By FOLIX MLAR
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V!taIKyuShu WASHINGTON, Aug. 5 Russia weet 1o war toaight against Japan. The action was taken al the
roquest of the United States. Britain and China, a4 of 5 P. M. (EWT), or midnight in Russéa.
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One Weapon to End the War

http://www.metacafe.com/
watch/34500/
faces_of death_nuclear_bom

o
.l Nagasqki

http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=xYQ88GB4zBA&NR=1




)0 Americans

~ 40,000 Japanese in 1 second

+
~ 100,000 Japanese about 1 month later




A Trade off?

“And not just a staggering number of Americans would
have been killed in the invasion, thousands of British
troops would have been destroyed too, the anticipated
casualties from the almost 200,000 men in the sex
divisions (the same number used to invade Normandy)

assigned to invade the Malay Peninsula on September
9. Aimed at the reconquest of Singapore, this operation
was expected to last until about March of 1946 — that is,
seven more months of infantry fighting.”

-Paul Fussell, Thank God for the Atom Bomb?




Bomb:

onstrate the
Bomb first.

Eisenhower: Bomb a bad
precedent.

- Office of Strategic
<> Bombing: Japan would
%= surrender even without
-using the Bomb.




Contextualization

The historical skill of thinking within the mindset
of a person alive during the era of study...

... what would you think if you were alive during
the event?

You must remove your modern beliefs and biases.

SOC 3.3: Interpret past events and issues within
the context in which an event unfolded rather
than solely in terms of present-day norms and
values.




ase Emperor Hirohito Abdi

“But now the war has lasted for nearly four years.
Despite the best that has been done by everyone--
the gallant fighting of the military and naval forces,
the diligence and assiduity of our servants of the
state and the devoted service of our 100 million

people--the war situation has developed not
necessarily to Japan's advantage, while the general

trends of the world have all turned against

her interest...




mperor Hirohito A

“...Moreover, the enemy has begun to employ a
new and most cruel bomb, the power of
which to do damage is, indeed, incalculable,
taking the toll of many innocent lives. Should
we continue to fight, it would not only result
in an ultimate collapse and obliteration of t
Japanese nation, but also it would lead to the
total extinction of human civilization.”




