
"...now	I	am	become	Death,	the	
destroyer	of	worlds..."	

Robert	Oppenheimer:	Supervising	Physicist	of	the	
Manha:an	Project	on	16	July	1945	at	0529	HRS,	in	
the	Jornada	del	Muerto	desert	near	the	Trinity	site	in	

the	White	Sands	Missile	Range....	
quo&ng	from	the	Bhagavad-Gita	upon	witnessing	

first	atomic	detona&on	by	mankind.	



New	American	Leadership	

Franklin Delano Roosevelt
President from 

March 4, 1933 – April 12, 1945

Harry S. Truman
President from

April 12, 1945 – January 20, 1953



1939: Einstein and Szilard 
warn Roosevelt about 
Nazi research on Atomic 
weapons 



















August	9,	1945	



One	Weapon	to	End	the	War	
August	6,	1945	on	Hiroshima,	Japan	
August	9,	1945	on	Nagasaki,	Japan	

h:p://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=xYQ88GB4zBA&NR=1	

h:p://www.metacafe.com/
watch/34500/
faces_of_death_nuclear_bom
b_test/	



418,500	Americans	

~	40,000	Japanese	in	1	second	
+	

~	100,000	Japanese	about	1	month	later		

2,700,000 Japanese  



A	Trade	off?	
“And not just a staggering number of Americans would 
have been killed in the invasion, thousands of British 
troops would have been destroyed too, the anticipated 
casualties from the almost 200,000 men in the sex 
divisions (the same number used to invade Normandy) 
assigned to invade the Malay Peninsula on September 
9.  Aimed at the reconquest of Singapore, this operation 
was expected to last until about March of 1946 – that is, 
seven more months of infantry fighting.”  

- Paul Fussell, Thank God for the Atom Bomb?  
- ?? What about the Office of Strategic Bombing 
Statement?? – next slide…  



August 6 and 9, 1945: 
Atomic weapons used on 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki 

Concerns about the Bomb: 

Teller: Demonstrate the 
Bomb first. 

Eisenhower: Bomb a bad 
precedent. 

Office of Strategic 
Bombing: Japan would 
surrender even without 
using the Bomb. 



Contextualizabon	

•  The	historical	skill	of	thinking	within	the	mindset	
of	a	person	alive	during	the	era	of	study…	

•  …	what	would	you	think	if	you	were	alive	during	
the	event?	

•  You	must	remove	your	modern	beliefs	and	biases.	

•  SOC	3.3:	Interpret	past	events	and	issues	within	
the	context	in	which	an	event	unfolded	rather	
than	solely	in	terms	of	present-day	norms	and	
values.		



Japanese	Emperor	Hirohito	Abdicates	
				“But	now	the	war	has	lasted	for	nearly	four	years.	
Despite	the	best	that	has	been	done	by	everyone--	
the	gallant	fighbng	of	the	military	and	naval	forces,	
the	diligence	and	assiduity	of	our	servants	of	the	
state	and	the	devoted	service	of	our	100	million	
people--the	war	situabon	has	developed	not	
necessarily	to	Japan's	advantage,	while	the	general	
trends	of	the	world	have	all	turned	against		

				her	interest…	



Japanese	Emperor	Hirohito	Abdicates	

		“…Moreover,	the	enemy	has	begun	to	employ	a	
new	and	most	cruel	bomb,	the	power	of	
which	to	do	damage	is,	indeed,	incalculable,	
taking	the	toll	of	many	innocent	lives.	Should	
we	conbnue	to	fight,	it	would	not	only	result	
in	an	ulbmate	collapse	and	obliterabon	of	the	
Japanese	nabon,	but	also	it	would	lead	to	the	
total	exbncbon	of	human	civilizabon.”	


